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Should police testify about a defendant’s honesty?
Lawyers
develop rules app for commercial litigators
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Drones’ legal flight path
is cloudy, law firm finds

Without objection, though, the issues instruction for aggravated discharge of a firearm failed to include
the final proposition required by IPICriminal No. 24–25.06A.
The verdict was guilty on aggravated discharge of a firearm —
but not guilty on the other charges.
Reversing, the Illinois Appellate
Court concluded that “the failure to
provide the jury with a self-defense
instruction on the aggravated discharge count was plain error.” People v. Getter, 2015 IL App (1st) 121307
(Jan. 6, 2015).
Here are highlights of Justice
David Ellis’ opinion on the instructional error (with omissions not
noted in the text):
We begin with the observation,
not contested by the state, that selfdefense is a proper affirmative defense to the crime of aggravated
discharge of a firearm.
Nor can there be any question
here that defendant laid a sufficient
evidentiary foundation for self-defense. The state conceded as much
when it tendered self-defense instructions for the other three offenses, which the trial court accepted. That same evidence supported a self-defense instruction
for the remaining count, aggravated discharge of a firearm related
to Hooper.
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The Public Interest Law Initiative elected Kyle A. Petersen of
Seyfarth, Shaw LLP to its board of directors.
Petersen is a partner in the firm’s wage-and-hour litigation
practice group in the labor and employment department.
She is also an alumna of PILI’s Graduate Fellowship Program, having served as a PILI fellow in 2001 at Pro
Bono Advocates.

Kyle A.
Petersen

David G.
Weldon

•••••
Neal, Gerber & Eisenberg LLP added David G. Weldon as an associate in its labor and employment practice
group.
Weldon handles grievance arbitrations, unfair labor practice claims, union petitions and litigation before state
and federal courts.
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Law Bulletin appoints Gard as new publisher
BY ROY STROM
Law Bulletin staff writer

Law Bulletin Publishing Company has hired S. Richard Gard Jr.
as a vice president and publisher of
the Daily Law Bulletin and its sister
publication, Chicago Lawyer magazine.
A more than 20-year veteran of
legal trade publications, Gard succeeds Mike Kramer, who had been
publisher since 2007 and was
named president of Law Bulletin
Publishing Company.
Most recently, Gard, 55, was editor and publisher of Missouri

Lawyers Media, a network of six
legal newspapers throughout the
state. Missouri Lawyers Weekly is
the network’s flagship publication.
He was an executive at The Dolan
Co.-owned business in St. Louis for
roughly 10 years.
Gard helped guide the network
into the Internet age and focused
on raising the journalism bar for all
the publications, leading to many
awards from the Missouri Press
Association and others.
Kramer has known Gard for
close to a decade through their
work in the American Court and
Commercial Newspapers. Kramer

has served as a board member for
the trade association, and Gard was
a past president and board member. Kramer said Gard is a “proven
leader” in the publishing industry.
“It is a privilege for me to work
with Richard,” Kramer said. “I’m
confident that he will build on the
legacy of the Chicago Daily Law
Bulletin and Chicago Lawyer in
serving the Chicago legal community.”
Gard was attracted to Law Bulletin Publishing Company for several reasons.
He had a long history with Sandy
GARD, Page 20

S. Richard Gard Jr.

BY JAMIE LOO
Law Bulletin staff writer

Drones may be zooming in and out
of TV advertisements, movies and
news headlines, but Reed, Smith
LLP attorneys found there are still a
lot of legal unknowns in preparation
for these airborne robots to enter
our daily lives.
A group of 22 Reed, Smith attorneys — including local partners
Catherine “Kit” Falsgraf Chaskin,
Carolyn H. Rosenberg and J. Andrew Moss — wrote a white paper
examining the legal issues and risks
involved with the new and largely
unregulated technology.
The 86-page paper, “Crowded
Skies: Opportunities and Challenges in an Era of Drones,” covers
drone issues across a variety of legal
practices and industries, including
advertising and promotions, aviation, copyright, employment and labor, export controls, film and TV, insurance and insurability, music, privacy, product claims and litigation.
Released on March 31 on the
firm’s website, the paper covers issues in the U.S., United Kingdom
and other countries in the European
Union.
In one case study mentioned in the

Batavia Triathlon in Australia in
April 2014.
The drone’s pilot argued that Ogden fell because she was frightened
by the drone and that it didn’t hit her.
He said the drone may have been
hacked.
It’s one example of how drones
span across legal issues from privacy, bodily harm, product liability
and cybersecurity.
“It was the only case we found
where someone alleged they were
physically harmed by a drone,”
Chaskin said.
“But wait,” Rosenberg added.
“There will be more.”
Drones, which in legal terms are
known as unmanned aircraft systems, have few Federal Aviation Authority regulations and are categorized under its rules for “model aircraft.”
In February, the FAA proposed
safety rules for small, unmanned aircraft and is currently accepting public comment on them.
Under current rules, commercial
use of drones requires an FAA waiver, Chaskin said, which to date have
only been issued in a handful of industries such as construction and
agriculture and at research and development sites, including universities.
Drones are not allowed to fly over
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